
What you don't know in Texas can kill you… 

Most people in Texas have never heard of the Advance Directives Act of 1999, 
often called the "Futile Care Law." Under this little known law, a hospital can 
legally remove life support from a patient even if the patient is conscious, fully 
insured, and wants life support to continue. 

Since the law was passed in 1999, hospitals have quietly sentenced hundreds of 
patients to an early death.  Some of these patients were saved when their families 
fought the hospitals and gained press attention. We'll never know how many 
patients died because they lacked family or resources to fight for their lives. It is for 
those patients that we ask your help. 

Please help us protect Texas hospital patients by asking your state legislators to 
support HB 1094 in the House and SB 439 in the Senate.  These bills reform the 
current law to require hospitals to continue to treat patients until they are 
transferred to another facility. 

You can find out more about the law and how to help at our website: 
www.texaspatientrights.org 

Thank you, 
The friends and family members of victims of the Texas Futile Care Law 
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